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 ABSTRACT : Parental role and their involvement in childcare are very important for the overall
development of the child. Here attempt has been made to quantify the percentage of involvement of both
mother and father in childcare separately. Further to find out the correlation of parental involvement with
different independent variables a study was conducted on 160 agricultural labourer households having at
least one child in the age group of 1-5 years from 8 villages randomly selected from four blocks, which
were purposively selected from four districts of Orissa. The percentage of share of fathers, mothers and
other relatives in childcare was 19.92, 52.84 and 27.24, respectively indicating that mothers took care of
their children more than two times than that of fathers and even members other than parents has more
involvement than the fathers. The parental involvement was found to be positively correlated with their
attitude, knowledge, skill and education whereas negatively correlated with number of children, family
type and family size. Except family size, all the independent variables under the study were significantly
correlated with parental involvement in case of both men and women. Regression analysis showed that
the independent variables like attitude, skill, number of children and family type contributed significantly
for the involvement of the women agricultural labourers in childcare.
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